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2011 Discover Orange Bowl
Virginia Tech Practice Quotes – Dec. 29
Nova Southeastern University; Davie, Fla.

Head Coach Frank Beamer
Opening Statement:
“We got here yesterday and everything is going well.  Everything has been right on time so far.  We understand that we have to have a great week of practice and great preparation [in order] to beat a team as good as Stanford.  So I think that is the mindset here, that it is going to take a great effort.  That is what we hope to get accomplished here this week.”

On if all the players are healthy and eligible:
“Everybody is eligible; no academic problems. [In terms of health], of course the players you know about are out for the game, but basically everyone is healthy.  We have to see how practice goes this week.”

On the linebacker rotation:
“[Barquell Rivers] has done an amazing job.  He did a good job back in Blacksburg and we were practicing inside on the turf and he held up well.  We are going to see how he holds up down here this week.  Certainly out of shape because he hasn’t played; not in the shape he would like to be in or need him to be in.  We will see how he practices this week and see if we can get a few plays in there.”

On the preparation for Stanford before coming to South Florida and what is left to do:
 “We are starting this as a normal Monday practice for us; if we were playing on a Saturday, this is a normal Monday for us.  We stay in that sequence.  I had to ask someone on the way over what day it was, actually, because to me, this is Monday.  So we want to stay right in a sequence and I think it helps the players know what time it is and what they should be feeling in terms of getting ready for a ball game.  We have a week of practice down here and we have to make the most of it.”

On this being one of the premiere bowl match-ups this year:
 “You have two teams that are close.  Certainly Stanford is close; they had a second half against Oregon that if they get that one there, they are playing in the [BCS] National Championship [Game].  Then for us, if we get the Boise State game, which we had the lead in the fourth quarter, and needed about five more yards for a first down, then you feel like you get the next game against James Madison and we are close.  So I think you have two teams that are close to playing in the [BCS] National Championship Game playing in this game.”

On if there will be a midnight curfew for the players:
“[Yes], except New Year’s Eve, which we are going to go to 1:00 a.m.  I think to have a good practice the next day you have to be in getting your rest.  The players certainly agree with that and if you are serious about your bowl preparation, I think you need your rest.  You want them to have fun and the Discover Orange Bowl is so good down here providing things [and] making it a great week.  You want them to enjoy the week, but it is a serious bowl game we are getting ready to play in.”

On what he thinks Tyrod Taylor’s legacy will be at Virginia Tech:
“I think you are talking about a guy who is going to be the winningest quarterback, leaving with a senior class that has the most wins, hopefully. [They] have 43 and I think that is the most of any senior class.  I think people will remember him for not only being a great player, but also being a great person.  To me, he is right in every way.  Virginia Tech has been fortunate to have him as our quarterback the last four years.”

On how much easier it has been to recruit after having success at the turn of the millennium:
“Not only for football, but our school enrollment applications have gone up a great deal after the 1999 season and I think it continues to go up.  I think people tune in to watch a Thursday night game in Blacksburg, lot of kids would say, ‘that’s the type of school I would like to go to.’  They see the excitement and everything that is involved there.  So I think in every way, when you are successful and having fun with a lot of emotion and excitement, that helps your university.”

Freshman LB Tariq Edwards
On facing Stanford: 
“We had enough time to look at them [before arriving to South Florida] and we’re still are looking at them now, studying.  We are studying them just like any other team and we are up for it.”

On playing against Andrew Luck:
“He is very powerful and has a very good arm.  He knows his offense.  He is a real good quarterback and he was up for the Heisman [Trophy] so we know what kind of ability he has and we just have to prepare for it.”

On the excitement of getting to South Florida:
 “We were all ready [to get here] and [have been] having fun since we got down here.  We look to have fun and keep working hard throughout the week so we can be prepared for Monday.”

Junior LB Barquell Rivers
On if he feels he is getting up to speed:
“Yes, I feel like I am getting back to speed.  I am a little bit overweight, which is slowing me down a little bit.  I am not quite 100 percent yet.”

On what it would mean to play in the Discover Orange Bowl:
“It would be a big confidence booster for me next year if I can get out here and play in this game and see where I stand; give me a starting point for next season to improve on everything.”

On memories of coming back to play in the Discover Orange Bowl:
“Yes, there are good memories because this is where I made my first start and it is good to come back this year.  I know I am not going to start this game, but just to come back and play in the game means a lot.”

On playing Stanford:
“Like they always say, when you have a big game, you have to show up.  We had a young team this year, we have to come out and play and do what you have to do.  We have big expectations for next year; you have to come and finish this season off strong and build onto it next season.”

Sophomore LB Bruce Taylor
On practicing at multiple positions:
“It has been fine.  It is something different, I haven’t done it before.  I am really looking forward to the challenge of playing different positions.  Plus, [the coaches are telling me] don’t forget [middle linebacker] cause we are all going to be rotating.  It has just been fine [at] practice doing something different; different stances, different drops and I am looking forward to it.”

On Stanford’s offense:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“They do a lot of things. They trick you if you don’t read your keys right; [you need to] stay sound defensively.  They can hurt you and we have seen that on film.  They have the one loss.  It is fine going into a game like this; it is a big game where the winner is going to be in the top-five [preseason poll] next year.  For Virginia Tech, it is the biggest bowl we have played in for a while, that is what Coach Beamer says.  We are just looking forward to it; get out here and get this win hopefully.”
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