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2011 Discover Orange Bowl
Stanford Practice Quotes – Jan. 1
Barry University; Miami Shores, Fla.

Head Coach Jim Harbaugh

On what he brings to coaching from his professional playing days with the Chicago Bears:
“The tradition, the loyalty, toughness. The blue collar kind of attitude that embodies Chicago and the Chicago Bears are all staples in our program here.”

On Virginia Tech sophomore quarterback Tyrod Taylor:
“Tyrod Taylor is outstanding at extending plays. He does a great job with his eyes, eye discipline when he’s leaving the pocket and looking down field and making throws and using his legs. That’s a scary things. You have to cage him and you got to plaster on the receivers.”

On the team’s practice facilities:
“This is top notch. The fields have held up great. We’ve gotten everything we’ve needed here: the lockers rooms, the training facilities. Everything has been first class.”

On the team’s week of practice:
“We really think it was a good plan and the players executed the plan really well. I think they’re going to go into this game really strong and fresh and I think they’ll feel the power from that.”

On the speculation that he’ll coach in the NFL:
“I don’t talk about any other job other than the one I have. Not in the past, not now, not in the future. I’m just concentrating on this ballgame on Monday night.”

Junior OLB Chase Thomas

On the defensive game plan for Virginia Tech:
“It’s not too much different from other teams. You have to tackle, play physically sound, stay in your gap, do your job to get the job done. The one thing different is having this dual-threat quarterback in Tyrod Taylor who’s a lot faster than the quarterbacks we’ve seen.”

On preparing for Virginia Tech’s offense:
“We’ve been practicing a lot this week on caging him in, trying to catch him and send him to the other guys and rally the troops around him.”

On the rumors that Coach Harbaugh will leave Stanford for the NFL:
“We don’t really pay too much attention to where the coaches are going. The players are here to play and try to get their name on the map. We’re just trying to focus on the game and get prepared cause we want to have a good game no matter where our coaches are going.”

Sophomore NT Terrence Stephens 

On the team’s practice facilities:
“This has been a great place. It kind of reminds us of home. This field is wonderful and the facilities are great. It’s been a home away from home and we appreciate the opportunity to be practicing at Barry University.”

On the accommodations at the Fontainebleau Hotel:
“It is the best hotel I’ve ever been in in my life, hands down. I’m pretty sure it’s the best hotel in the world.”

On the team’s New Year’s Eve activities:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“There was a concert down on the beach and we got to enjoy that. We got to be with our families, and they put together a big family event and that was good.”
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