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2011 Discover Orange Bowl
Virginia Tech Practice Quotes – Jan. 1
Nova Southeastern University; Davie, Fla.

Head Coach Frank Beamer

On the disciplinary actions against David Wilson and Antone Exum:
“They were in the hotel last night, [but] they were out of their room at 1:00 o’clock so we are going to sit them out of the first quarter of the ball game and take some of their travel money, so that will be the end of that. The good thing is that they were in the hotel, but they were out of their rooms. They needed to be in there.”

On the impact this distraction can have on the team
 “It is something you are bothered with. This is our Thursday practice and it is the first thing you are facing in the morning. This is a distraction. We have [the rest of the team] who is dressing and were in their hotel rooms.”

On how the team has practiced all week:
“It has been very good. I think, overall, the attention to detail, the kids have been doing what they are suppose to do when they are suppose to do it; it has been good. We took our injured guys to the hospital the other day, the Orange Bowl people said it was the best visit they have ever had from any college team to a hospital.  Several people have told John Ballein around our hotel this is the most disciplined group of kids, most fun, mannerly group of kids they have ever had. So it has been a lot of good, just a couple of distractions going on right now. Again, they were in the hotel, they just were not in their room. I am not going to make more of that then it is.”

On the team going to see the Miami Heat play tonight:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“That is another thing; [David Wilson and Antone Exum] are not going to go to that game now. But when we are done here, I said to John Ballein that I reckon the Heat is going to be in town. They are, so I think most of our guys signed up for it. Again, you want your kids to enjoy themselves, have fun, and be able to go a big time basketball game. I think those are the good things. The other side of it, what is important, that your mind is [focused] on trying to beat Stanford. That is the big picture.”

On his running backs:
“I think they are all good. They are different, but I think all of them have a future in the NFL. I think you talk about each one of them, not any one of them is the same, but I think that is a good thing. I think it is different back coming in from who is in the ball game and it is different from the last one that was in there in certain ways. I think that is a good thing.”

On if he has been happy with the week as a whole:
“Yes, again I think overall, our practices have been very good, very detailed, very mentally into it. I think the preparation has been good in that regard.”

On Virginia Tech winning the Discover Orange Bowl:
 “The reality of it, I said, I thought this was the most important game we have played beside [the National Championship Game and the Sugar Bowl the 1995 team played in]. Those were two good football teams that you like a lot. But, I think this game comes in there as terms of being very, very important toward the history of Virginia Tech football.” 

Senior C Beau Warren

On where the team is emotionally:
“We are very ecstatic. We are ready to play on Monday. It will be fun.”

On challenges the Stanford defense presents:
“A lot [of challenges]. They are a very, very physical team. They are very intelligent. Just by looking at film you can see that. They move around a lot so we have to make sure we know what kind of defense they are in.”

On his favorite part of being in South Florida this week:
“The beaches are pretty nice. We went to a steak house the other night which was pretty awesome. A Brazilian steak house where we ate as much as we wanted, so me and the other linemen liked that a lot. It was probably 30 degrees in Virginia [when we left], then to come down here and it be like 70 [degrees] it was pretty awesome. We were getting sick of the cold weather, so it is a nice break.”

Junior OT Blake DeChristopher 

On if the improved Stanford defense is evident on film:
“[W]e have our work cut out for us. We have to bring our ‘A-game.’ We have been watching a lot of film. They are a fast, physical group so we have our work cut out for us.”

On if Stanford is similar to any other opponents this season:
“A lot like Boston College. A physical group up front that likes to stop the run game so we need to bring our ‘A-game.’ ”

Sophomore WR Marcus Davis

On going to the Miami Heat game tonight:
“I am a big LeBron James fan so that is something I have always wanted to do. [I] am really looking forward to it.”

On the excitement of playing in the Discover Orange Bowl:
“It is a real big deal. It is Stanford, a top-five team in the country. We believe we should be a top-five team in the country. We had our early season mistakes so we’re just going to go out there and show them we belong; show them we are still Virginia Tech and always going to play Virginia Tech football.”

On his week as a whole:
“It is fun, great. It is great weather, great intensity at practice. We are all getting after it. We are all taking care of each other. Everybody, like me, is ready to get out there and play ball.”

On where this win would rank for him during his time at Virginia Tech
“For me, it would probably be No 1. I can’t speak for people because I haven’t been there as  long as them, but for games I have been a part of this will probably be the No. 1 game or win for us this year.”

Junior WR Jarrett Boykin

On the team’s confidence level:
“Our confidence level is real high. This is the last game of the season. We have big things, high expectations to take care of. We are going to try and finish this game off real well.”

On the orange helmets they will wear Monday night:
“I like them. The black ones at the beginning of the season I liked more, but these are fine. I thought we looked a little like Syracuse [at first].”

On becoming Virginia Tech’s all-time receptions leader:
“It would mean something. I work hard for a lot of things I do and this is something I never would have thought would have happened coming out of high school. I am doing my best and I like benefits you get [for working hard].”
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