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2011 Discover Orange Bowl
Stanford Practice Quotes – Dec. 29
Barry University; Miami Shores, Fla.

Head Coach Jim Harbaugh

On this afternoon’s practice:
“They were excited about today’s meetings.  We had a great morning of meetings and got here on the field and it was a good practice.  We need to have the same thing tomorrow.  Preparation is key for this ballgame.  Virginia Tech is such a solid, disciplined football team that plays extremely physical.”

On minimizing the distractions surrounding speculation that he’ll accept an NFL position:
“The only time it gets asked is if I’m doing a talk-back radio show or talking to the media or the press, but really it’s not much of a distraction.  When you’re playing Virginia Tech, that gives you plenty to focus on.”

On brother (Baltimore Ravens Head Coach) John Harbaugh:
“We’re pretty much each other’s best friend.  And in my case, John was my hero, the guy I always looked up to and the guy I wanted to be like.”

On letting the team balance fun with work:
“We’re not in the vacation business.  We’re not in the travel business or pleasure business.  We’re into the playing football business, and our guys get a lot of fun from that.”

On advising Andrew Luck in his next step:
“I’m just going to tell him , ‘do what’s best for your family.  Do what’s best for yourself.’  Andrew’s got a great, supportive family.  They’re very smart and they’ll figure what’s best for Andrew.”

Junior QB Andrew Luck:

On how the team is progressing thus far:
“We’ve had two good days of practice so far.  [We have] beautiful weather, a beautiful setting, you know, waking up and getting to look out and seeing downtown Miami on your right and the beach on your left.  It’s very picturesque and we’re very excited to be here and we’re looking forward to a good game with Virginia Tech.”

On the excitement for the 2011 Discover Orange Bowl:
“We’re very excited for all the games, but when you’ve had a layoff of four weeks, the closer you get to the bowl game the more amped you’re going to be.”

On approaching the trip as a business trip:
“We’ll have fun.  We know we’ll have fun if we win.  If we don’t win, this trip will be to no avail, so we’re taking that approach.”

On dealing with the spotlight:
“I understand that if you’re the quarterback of a major university that’s 11-1 and going to a BCS bowl there’s going to be attention and you’re the face of the team in certain areas, but I don’t relish it, I don’t embrace it.  I understand it’s part of the job.”

Senior FB/LB Owen Marecic:

On this afternoon’s practice:
“It was great. [It was a] good day today.  It was good to get out here.  We need all the practice we can get, all the meeting time we can get.

On the anticipation for the 2011 Discover Orange Bowl:
“We’re starting to feel the excitement here.  The game is coming up pretty quick.  There’s a big-time sense of urgency, and, as I said earlier, we need to be on top of the game for [Virginia Tech].”

On South Beach:
“Oh, it’s a great place.  There’s a lot of excitement, great energy and it’s key for us to keep focused on the game, focused on practice.  We’re going to pour everything we have into this.”

On playing offense and defense:
“A couple years ago, Coach Harbaugh had a lot of guys going both ways on the field in spring ball.  It started as just making sure we had talent in the right places and from there – this year – we had a couple injuries at linebacker, so I hung on from there and tried to learn the position a little bit.  This year, I’ve just been playing on both sides so I’ll do whatever I can do to help the team; I’m more than happy to do it.  I love being on the field.  That’s really what it’s all about; offense, defense, special teams, I just love playing.”

Senior NT Sione Fua:

On Virginia Tech:
“They’ve got great football coaches; we’ve got great football coaches.  They’re going to have a great game plan like we are.”

On Virginia Tech’s Tyrod Taylor:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“It’s better to have someone who sits back there in the pocket because it’s easier for us to contain him because he’s very explosive.  He can take a broken play and take it for a touchdown.  As a D-lineman, it’s a lot better to play someone who sits back in the pocket.  [W]e’ll have our hands full with their quarterback, but we’re going to be ready to go.”
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