2011 Discover Orange Bowl
Stanford Arrival Press Conference Quickie Quotes
Monday, December 27, 2010   |   Miami International Airport
 
Head Coach Jim Harbaugh
 
Opening Statement:
“It’s great to be here.  Just as we were getting on the bus to board the plane, I was thinking, ‘What a neat feeling it is to be the coach of a team that is playing in the Discover Orange Bowl.’  It’s one of the great, traditional bowls.  I’m looking forward to the match-up.  I was thinking about that on the flight out here and [thinking about] getting ready for tomorrow’s practice.  It’s good that we’re touched down here in Miami so now we can get to work.”
 
On playing in a BCS game:
“It’s a big stage and a big opportunity.  We’ll keep hammering that in, that the only intent of being here is to try to bring that Discover Orange Bowl trophy back to California.”
 
On the challenge of preparing for a bowl game after a long layoff:
“We just do what we always do.  More is more.  More preparation, more practice.  We’ll try to make those [practices] the best of the season in preparation for the biggest game of the season.”
 
On staying at the beach:
“No.  I trust our guys.  They’ll prepare hard.  Their single focus is on preparing for this football game.
 
On Heisman Trophy runner-up Andrew Luck:
“He’s an outstanding player.  There’s nothing about him you would say, ‘I wish he would do or I wish he didn’t do,’ he’s just really good the way he is.
 
On the quarterbacking match-up between Andrew Luck and Virginia Tech’s Tyrod Taylor:
“It will be a great match-up at quarterback and it will be a great match-up in general.  It’s just two really great football teams. 
 
On the game:
“Virginia Tech has a lot of weapons on offense.  We have a lot of weapons.  They play physical, fast, smart defense.  We play physical, fast, smart defense.  Both teams are exceptional in the kicking game.  It has all the ingredients for a great match-up.”
 
Sophomore QB Andrew Luck:
 
On playing in the 2011 Discover Orange Bowl:
“It’s good to finally be here. We have prepared hard for this moment.  We are going to have a good week of preparation, have a little fun while we are down here and prepare to play a very good Virginia Tech team.”
 
On the Virginia Tech defense:
“They are No. 1 in the nation in turnover margin.  They are very athletic, fast and make plays happen for themselves.  You can’t make mistakes or they will make you pay.”
 
On being selected to play in a BCS game:
“It hasn’t sunk in yet.  I know it’s a big game and hopefully it will sink in before the game really starts.”
 



On the turnaround of the Stanford football program:
“It is a huge turnaround.  It has been a complete culture change.  I think all the credit goes to coach Harbaugh and the players for buying into his system and buying into his philosophies.  It’s nice for Stanford football have some prominence now.”
 
Senior FB/LB Owen Marecic:
 
On what it means for Stanford to be in the 2011 Discover Orange Bowl:
“It means a great deal.  We’re really excited to be here.  We’re really looking forward to the game in about a week.
 
On preparing to play after a four-week layoff:
“We’ve been getting after it the last few weeks and we’ve had to [because] Virginia Tech is a great team.  We have to be on top of our game in every aspect of the game in order to [win].  We’re excited to be here and excited to get back to work tomorrow.”
 
Senior CB Richard Sherman:
 
On playing in the 2011 Discover Orange Bowl:
“We are blessed to be here.  We worked hard and it is nice to see the fruits of your labor.”
 
On the excitement level heading into the 2011 Discover Orange Bowl:
“It is very exciting. Anytime you play on a big stage in front of everyone, some people get nervous and other people take it as an opportunity to showcase yourself.”

