
Across The ACC
Movin’ On Up – The ACC is climbing up the Coaches Poll rankings. After defeating FCS foe South Carolina 
State, the Clemson Tigers remain at No. 5 in the Coaches Poll to remain the highest-ranked ACC team, but 
with South Carolina dropping out of the top-10 after losing to Georgia, Florida State moves up a spot to No. 
9 despite having the week off. The biggest shift of the week belongs to Miami, who moves up six spots in the 
Coaches Poll from No. 24 to No. 18 after upsetting in-state rival Florida at home. Georgia Tech, Virginia Tech 
and Boston College also received votes. 

ACC Continues Growth – The Atlantic Coast Conference has made a big statement in the early weeks of the 
2013 season. With Clemson beating then-No. 5 Georgia and Miami upsetting then-No. 9 Florida, the ACC 
already has two monumental wins against top-10 Southeastern Conference rivals in as many weeks. Dating 
back to last season, Clemson, who defeated LSU in last year’s Chick-Fil-A Bowl, became the first non-SEC 
team in NCAA history to defeat two top-10 SEC opponents in back-to-back games. Florida State also made 
headlines in the opening weeks after redshirt freshman Jameis Winston exceeded the preseason hype 
surrounding him and delivered a jaw-dropping debut in prime time against Pittsburgh. Miami showed that 
they too are on the rise after taking down Florida in front of a stadium record crowd for a Canes home game. 

Across College Football
Movers and Shakers – The Coaches Poll saw a lot of changes following the second week of the 2013 season. 
Oregon jumps Ohio State for the No. 2 spot while Georgia, Michigan and Miami all had big wins against 
rivaled opponents and moved their way up the poll to No. 10, 12 and 18, respectively. With a loss to the 
divisional rival Bulldogs, South Carolina drops eight spots from No. 6 to No. 14; Notre Dame also dropped 
eight spots from No. 13 to No. 21 after getting upset by Michigan; and Florida had the biggest change of 
anyone in the Coaches Poll, falling from No. 9 to No. 20. Texas, ranked 15th last week, dropped from the 
rankings after getting blown out by BYU and USC falls out of the poll after getting upset by Washington State.

Heisman Update – Week 2 showed much of the same as Week 1 as far as Heisman hopefuls go, and 
quarterbacks seem to be running the show. Reigning Heisman winner Johnny Manziel racked up 426 yards 
and three scores on top of a rushing touchdown as Texas A&M cruised by Sam Houston State. Louisville 
quarterback Teddy Bridgewater had another impressive performance by throwing for 397 yards and four 
touchdowns against Eastern Kentucky. Also in the Heisman hunt is Oregon quarterback Marcus Mariota, 
who threw for 199 yards and two touchdowns in the Ducks’ victory over Virginia. He added 122 yards on the 
ground and a touchdown on just four carries, helping Oregon to a 59-10 win. Clemson’s Tahj Boyd remains 
in the mix after throwing for 169 yards and running for a score in just one half of play against South Carolina 
State. Georgia’s Todd Gurley, Baylor’s Lache Seastrunk and Oregon’s De’Anthony Thomas are among the 
nation’s top running backs, but they will certainly need to continue to put up very impressive numbers all 
season long to overthrow the quarterbacks.

Heavyweight Bout - In a rematch of one of the most exciting games of last season, Nick Saban’s top-ranked 
Crimson Tide roll into College Station on Saturday afternoon looking for redemption after the Aggies came 
into Tuscaloosa last year and handed Alabama its only loss of the 2012 season. Though the Tide went on to 
win the SEC and the BCS national championship, Aggies’ quarterback Johnny Manziel spoiled their perfect 
season after throwing for 253 yards and two touchdowns in A&M’s 29-24 defeat of Alabama. Manziel’s 
Heisman status soared through the roof after snapping Alabama’s 13-game winning streak and you can bet 
Alabama will be looking for revenge come 3:30 p.m. on Saturday.  
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USA Today Coaches Poll

1. Alabama (58)
2. Oregon (1) 
3. Ohio State (2)
4. Stanford
5. Clemson
6. Texas A&M (1)
7. Louisville
8. LSU
9. Florida State 
10. Georgia
11. Oklahoma State
12. Michigan
13. Oklahoma
14. South Carolina
15. Nebraska
16. Northwestern
17. UCLA
18. Wisconsin (Tie)
18. Miami (Tie)
20. Florida
21. Notre Dame
22. Baylor
23. Washington
24. TCU
25. Ole Miss

photo of the Week

In the opening week of the 2013 NFL season, former Orange Bowl 
quarterback Peyton Manning tied an NFL record by throwing for seven 

touchdowns against the defending Super Bowl champion Baltimore 
Ravens in route to a 49-27 victory. Manning led Tennessee to the 1998 

Orange Bowl where they fell to Nebraska in one of 20 Orange Bowl 
National Championship Games.

Weekend Watch list
No. 24 TCU at Texas Tech
Thursday, September 12, 7:30 p.m. 

TCU opens its second Big 12 season on the 
road against Texas Tech, who owns a 29-23-3 
edge over the Horned Frogs in a series that 
dates all the way back to 1926. Texas Tech’s 
Kliff Kingsbury, the youngest coach in a BCS 
conference, has a tough test ahead of him in a 
rematch of last year’s triple overtime thriller. 

No. 17 UCLA at No. 15 Nebraska
Saturday, September 14, 12:00 p.m.  
 
The 17th-ranked Bruins travel to Lincoln, 
Nebraska this weekend for their first big test 
of the 2013 season. Sixth-year head coach Bo 
Pelini has guided Nebraska to nine or more 
wins in each of his first five seasons at the 
helm and looks to continue his winning ways 
against a UCLA team that won last year’s 
matchup 36-30. 

No. 1 Alabama at No. 6 Texas A&M
Saturday, September 14, 3:30 p.m.

ESPN’s College GameDay makes its third stop 
of the season in College Station, Texas to 
witness the defending champions take on the 
reigning Heisman Trophy winner. Alabama 
takes its 15-game road winning streak to Kyle 
Field as the Tide look to avenge last season’s 
only loss. 

Tennessee at No. 2 Oregon
Saturday, September 14, 3:30 p.m.

Tennessee looks to snap a two-game losing 
streak on the West Coast as it heads to Eugene 
in just the second matchup between the 
Volunteers and the Ducks. The Ducks won the 
only previous meeting 48-13 in Knoxville on 
Sept. 11, 2010.

Georgia Tech at Duke
Saturday, September 14, 3:30 p.m.

Duke and Georgia Tech open up conference 
play in the 81st matchup between the two 
ACC Coastal rivals. The Blue Devils are 2-0 for 
the first time since 1998 and look to use their 
home field advantage against a Yellow Jacket 
team that has won nine straight against Duke.

Vanderbilt at No. 14 South Carolina
Saturday, September 14, 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Gamecocks look to atone for last week’s 
loss to Georgia as they host Vanderbilt in their 
second straight SEC East matchup. Both teams 
need a win as they both acquired early-season 
conference losses in the opening weeks.

No. 25 Ole Miss at Texas
Saturday, September 14, 8:00 p.m.
 
Texas will to try rebound from a disappointing 
40-21 road loss to BYU when it hosts 25th-
ranked Ole Miss Saturday night. Second-year 
head coach Hugh Freeze and the Rebels will be 
looking for their first 3-0 start since the 1989 
season.

No. 18 Wisconsin at Arizona State
Saturday, September 14, 10:30 p.m.

Wisconsin head coach Gary Andersen leads his 
18th-ranked Badgers against the Sun Devils in 
their first true test of the season. Wisconsin 
has outscored its first two foes by a combined 
93-0, while the Sun Devils enjoyed similar 
success by shutting out Sacramento State 55-0 
in their 2013 opener. 

nFl QuArTer-backs
Last week it was noted that seven of the NFL’s starting quarterbacks appeared in the Discover Orange Bowl. In 
fact, the number was eight, meaning a full quarter of the 32 starting quarterbacks in the NFL appeared in the 
Orange Bowl game. Peyton Manning, Tom Brady, Carson Palmer, Sam Bradford, Andrew Luck, Geno Smith and 
EJ Manuel all played big roles in either the Discover Orange Bowl or a national championship game hosted by 
the Orange Bowl. And though he did not play in the game, Minnesota Vikings quarterback Christian Ponder was 
redshirted and on the sidelines when Florida State played Penn State in the 2006 Orange Bowl. 

obyFA graduates excel
Many graduates of the Orange Bowl Youth Football Alliance (OBYFA) have continued to succeed on the gridiron 
at either the collegiate or professional level and three of them had big performances last week. Miami defensive 
back Tracy Howard came up big for the Hurricanes in their defeat of in-state rival Florida. Howard intercepted a 
pass with just under seven minutes left in the game to help seal the deal against the Gators. Heisman hopeful 
Teddy Bridgewater had yet another impressive performance last week by throwing for 397 yards and four 
touchdowns against Eastern Kentucky. And for the New York Jets, OBYFA graduate and 2012 Discover Orange 
Bowl MVP Geno Smith made his NFL debut by guiding the Jets to an 18-17 victory by throwing for 256 yards and 
a touchdown, just one of two rookie quarterbacks in the NFL to debut on opening day. 

Bowl Selection Process
The BCS bowls will select their participants from two pools: (1) automatic qualifiers, all of which must be 
selected; and (2) at-large teams, if fewer than 10 teams qualify automatically. The following sequence will be 
used when establishing pairings:

1. The two top teams in the final BCS Standings will be placed in the National Championship Game (NCG).

2. Unless they qualify to play in the NCG, the champions of selected conferences are contractually committed 
to host selected games: ACC - Discover Orange Bowl; Big Ten - Rose Bowl Game presented by VIZIO; Big 12 - 
Tostitos Fiesta Bowl; Pac-12 - Rose Bowl Game presented by VIZIO; SEC - Allstate Sugar Bowl. 

3. If a bowl loses a host team to the NCG, then such bowl shall select a replacement team from among the 
automatic-qualifying teams and the at-large teams before any other selections are made. If two bowls lose host 
teams to the NCG, each bowl will get a replacement pick before any other selections are made. In such case, the 
bowl losing the No. 1 team gets the first replacement pick, and the bowl losing the No. 2 team gets the second 
replacement pick. If the Rose Bowl Game presented by VIZIO loses both the Big Ten and Pac-12 champions to 
the NCG, it will receive two replacement picks.

4. For this year’s games, after steps 1, 2 and 3 have been completed, any bowl with an unfilled slot shall select a 
team from the automatic qualifiers and/or at-large teams in the following order: Orange, Sugar, then Fiesta.


